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Introduction  
While  this  discussion  focused  on  the  interactions  between  India  and  Spain  in  the  space  of                
Dance,  it  also  provided  insight  to  what  Indian  culture  and  especially  dance  needs  to  flourish,                
and  why  it  is  so  important,  for  the  entire  world.  This  panel  touched  on  what  dance  and  culture                   
does  for  economics,  the  state  of  dance  education  and  performance  in  modern  (Covid)  times,               
using  technology  to  bridge  the  gaps,  and  how  dancers  should  partner  with  governments  and               
non-governmental   institutions  

Culture   and   Economics  
Historically,  Spain  and  India  have  been  tied  in  cultural  exchanges,  which  result  in  economic  links                
as  well.  A  great  example  of  this  is  Marco  Polo  traversing  in  Asia,  building  the  start  of  a  great                    
relationship  of  cultural  and  economic  connections.  Spain  and  India  are  both  superpowers  in  the               
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space  of  culture,  and  must  work  together  more  in  these  aspects  to  build  better  relations                
economically   as   well.  
 
Understanding  the  Spanish-Indian  exchange  experience  (in  Dance  and  other  cultural  and            
performance  arts)  can  be  key  to  developing  India’s  soft  power  around  the  world.  Cultural               
exchange  and  development  is  not  standalone:  rather,  it  creates  a  comfort  level  for  stakeholders,               
entrepreneurs,  investors,  businesses,  and  thus  opens  the  door.  Dance  and  cultural  arts  help  to               
understand   the   new   space,   and   makes   it   easier   for   entrepreneurs   to   build   rapport.   

Rethinking   Art   and   Art   Education  
Artists  and  dancers  are  about  communications  and  service  to  society.  Now  during  the  Covid               
Times,  it’s  a  time  for  dancers  to  rethink  the  art  and  review  the  pedagogy  methods,  especially                 
online.   Dancers   have   more   time   to   discuss   the   arts   and   dances,   and   really   go   deep   within.   
 
The  Covid-19  pandemic  has  helped  the  dance  teachers  to  reach  out  to  those  who  weren’t                
nearby  previously;  though  it’s  not  the  same  without  physical  interactions!  To  some  extent,              
choreography  and  perfection  of  the  steps  is  even  better  now,  because  everyone  practices  and               
attends  sessions  on  their  own  time  with  recordings  available  online.  Geography  and  time  are  no                
longer   constraints.   It’s   now   time   to   educate   more   people   about   the   value   of   the   arts.  
 
Multicultural  arts  education  is  extremely  important  for  children  and  youth.  Through  such             
exposure,  they  have  a  transformation.  Their  confidence,  attitude,  thought-process  changes  and            
they   become   more   well-rounded.  

Using   technology  
An  over-the-top  (OTT)  media  service  is  a  streaming  media  service  offered  directly  to  viewers  via                
the  Internet. Only  12  countries  that  are  currently  operating  in  this  space,  and  India  is  one  of                  
them.   
 
Now,  dancers  and  other  arts  can  do  a  lot  of  editing  now  for  online,  which  is  really  amazing  for                    
collaborations.  But  the  energy  is  different.  It’s  not  over  when  it’s  over.  People  watch  for  many                 
days   and   months   and   years!   
 
Live  performance  is  a  lot  about  connecting  with  the  audience.  It’s  about  ritual.  In  person                
interactivity  gives  art  (and  dance)  a  power  to  transform  artists  and  audiences.  Even  in  just  1                 
minute,   the   artists   are   creating   a   better   world.   

Partnering   with   Governments   
Everyone  has  to  realize  the  potential  and  soft  power  India  has.  This  requires  diplomats  to  be                 
trained   in   cultural   management,   which   then   helps   with   economic   relations   as   well.   
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While  India  may  have  a  lot  to  offer  the  world  in  the  dance  realm,  it  can  also  learn  from                    
government  decisions.  Spain  reopened  museums  first.  What  it  means  to  the  Spanish:  culture  is               
the   important   aspect   of   life.   For   Spanish,   culture   is   like   breathing!  
 
Indian  embassies  around  the  world  now  need  to  strengthen  the  continuity  for  all  cultural  artists,                
not  just  the  few  top  names.  Artists  trained  in  India  are  often  left  on  their  own,  the  embassy                   
supports  a  few.  The  great  stars  are  used  as  cultural  ambassadors  throughout  the  world.  For                
newer  members  of  the  dance  community,  there’s  not  as  much  continuity  for  them  to  become                
brand   ambassadors.   
 
This  is  what  we  have  to  strengthen.  This  needs  to  be  mutually  organized:  while  embassies  can                 
support  to  some  extent,  local  organizations  and  dance  troupes  need  to  come  forward  with               
proposals.  The  ideas  need  to  be  fresh  and  dynamic.  Around  the  world,  people  are  looking  for                 
experimental,  transcontinental  art  and  experimental  dance.  Some  examples  include  a           
Mohiniyattam  version  of  Don  Quixote  in  Malayalam  lyrics.  In  Spain,  a  program  on  Prana  and                
Indian  wisdom  on  what  breathing  means  for  the  society  was  widely  enjoyed.  This  will  especially                
attract   younger   generations   across   the   world.   
 
On  the  other  hand,  dancers  and  artists  need  help  from  organizers,  politicians,  governments--  to               
take  us  in  their  hands  for  this  purpose,  to  build  a  better  world.  In  the  academic  space,                  
Indologists  in  Europe  have  been  supported  by  universities  for  decades,  and  this  needs  to  now                
grow   to   new   heights.   
 
Artist  residencies  more  than  performance.  It’s  about  interaction,  labs,  lecture-demonstrations.           
It’s  about  building  bridges  across  cultures.  Today,  we  need  to  draw  from  societal  knowledge  to                
serve   all.   
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