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Introduction  
Indian  Classical  Music  has  age  old  traditions  and  systems  which  are  being  utilized  as  a  part  of                  
cultural  diplomacy  in  many  facets.  The  panelists  on  music  have  been  performing,  teaching,  and               
collaborating  throughout  the  world  and  accordingly  provided  insight  to  how  music  makes  inroads              
into  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  nations  of  the  world,  and  how  Indian  music  can  continue  to                   
grow   in   these   regards.   

Themes  
1. Performance  
2. Teaching  
3. Collaborations  

Performance  
Classical  Indian  Musicians--both  Carnatic  and  Hindustani,  including  Dhrupad,  have  been           
performing  in  many  venues  around  the  world  for  many  decades.  Indian  Music  has  traversed               
across  North  America,  Europe,  Southeast  Asia,  Africa,  the  Middle  East,  Australia,  and  Latin              
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America--  literally,  all  over  the  world.  Indian  musicians  have  been  headliners  at  some  of  the                
greatest  venues  around  the  world,  including  the  UN.  The  melodious  voice  of  MS  Subbhalakshmi               
resounded  the  UN  Halls  over  50  years  ago.  Smt.  Sudha  Raghunathan  explains  the  reception  of                
her  performance,  “You  had  to  be  there  to  believe  the  reciprocation  from  the  Audience.  The                
audience  was  dumbstruck  by  the  range  of  her  voice,  the  meaning,  the  repertoire  of  languages,                
and  the  experience  of  ragas  and  Rasas  that  emanate  from  those  ragas.”  The  UN/  UNICEF/                
ICCR   and   other   organizations   help   bridge   the   artist   and   the   forum.  
 
Pure  Indian  Classical  Music  touches  the  hearts  of  the  listeners  of  all  ethnic  backgrounds               
because  of  its  spiritual  component.  Indian  music  has  a  spiritual  rasa,  a  bhakti  aspect,  woven                
into  the  system,  which  is  attractive  for  all.  The  goal  of  the  musician  is  to  find  themselves,  to                   
experience  a  sense  of  bliss,  or  a  samadhi,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  the  listener.  This  is  what                    
makes  people,  regardless  of  ethnicity,  interested  in  the  music.  Musicians  are  especially             
encouraged  when  the  audience  is  of  mixed  diaspora  and  non-diaspora  (local  ethnicities)             
backgrounds.  In  this  sense,  their  music  is  communicated  to  the  world,  and  the  listeners               
experience   the   rasa.  
 
Indian  music  gives  space  to  go  beyond  rasa,  and  to  truly  let  the  listener  connect  and  be                  
engaged.  Raag  or  Ragini,  Devi,  Devata--  Indian  music  lets  them  take  over,  allowing  the  rasa                
flow.   It   doesn’t   matter   which   part   of   the   world   you   are   in.   Everyone   can   connect.   

 
While  lyrics/  poetry  might  be  difficult  for  an  untrained  person  to  understand,  Indian  music  offers                
a  lot  of  improvisation  and  nourishment  for  the  soul  through  raga,  rasa,  swara,  and  tala.  Many                 
foreigners   and   foreign   musicians   are   attracted   to   this   unique   aspect   of   Indian   Music.  
 
Music  can  also  be  integrated  into  the  local  cultures  or  other  festivals  as  a  form  of                 
communication.  In  a  place  like  the  Netherlands,  choreographer  Leo  Spreschel  has  been  utilizing              
the  Indian  musical  talent  to  take  Indian  music  through  all  modes  of  communications  such  as                
theater  and  film.  In  other  parts  of  the  world,  Indian  music  and  Indian  history  are  being  developed                  
into  new  art  forms  such  as  opera,  thematic  shows  for  various  events,  and  so  forth.  On                 
International  Yoga  Day  in  Amsterdam,  the  city  organized  for  not  only  yoga  and  meditation               
programs,  they  also  rounded  up  with  Indian  music  and  dance  performances,  because  all  these               
cultural   forms   can   be   seen   as   part   of   yoga.   

Teaching  
Indian  classical  music  becomes  more  wholesome  in  various  countries  when  musicians  teach.             
It’s  important  to  take  our  music  to  different  parts  of  the  world  and  facilitate  music  in  a  wholesome                   
sense,   beyond   performance.  
 
Indian  musicians  have  started  teaching  in  universities  and  other  local  institutions  for  decades.              
Now,  it  is  important  to  find  more  local  institutional  partners  and  expand  the  range  and  availability                 
of   institutions,   to   teach   local   people.  
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Collaboration  
Through  the  spirit  of  collaboration,  Indian  musicians  have  an  opportunity  to  learn  as  well  as                
teach.  Working  with  musicians  across  the  globe,  it  becomes  a  truth  to  say  “Music  is  the                 
universal  language”.  Indian  musicians  have  performed  in  collaborative  fashions,  and  have  also             
started  researching  and  writing  with  their  partners  in  other  countries.  This  allows  Indian  music  to                
penetrate  and  impact  the  local  flavor  of  music;  and  also  be  impacted  by  others,  thus  becoming                 
more   accessible   to   all   and   richer   throughout   the   world.   

The   Future  
Once  an  international  student  asked  the  performer:  “How  does  one  come  prepared  to  Indian               
Music?”  

 
And  in  response,  the  performer  said,  “Do  not  prepare,  come  with  your  heart  open,  come  and                 
relax.   The   music   will   take   you   on   its   journey.”   
 
Indian   music   is   now   at   a   global   stage   in   its   journey   and   is   ready   to   be   moved!   
 
Cultural  fields  need  to  persevere  and  utilize  local  resources,  build  friendships  across  the  world.               
This  is  the  importance  of  music  and  the  arts  in  building  soft  power  across  all  countries  and  all                   
peoples.  
 
What  can  we  do  to  enhance  it?  This  is  the  question  the  Indian  Music  community  must  now                  
ponder.   
 
A  few  decades  ago,  Indian  music  was  just  penetrating  into  Europe  and  the  US,  and  then                 
Australia,  South  Africa,  the  Middle  East,  and  beyond.  Thanks  to  ICCR  and  local  organizations  in                
each   country,   Indian   music,   especially   classical,   is   being   welcomed   warmly.   
 
Now,  musicians  need  to  build  on  this,  and  utilize  local  institutions  to  begin  more  collaborative                
endeavours   across   the   globe,   as   a   tool   for   building   India’s   softpower.  
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