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Center  for  Softpower  conducted  a  series  of  discussions  on  wildlife  and  conservation  from  1-4  October,  2020.  Smt.                  
Vijayalakshmi,  the  convener,  along  with  her  team,  brought  several  experts  from  a  wide  variety  of  fields  to  discuss                   
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conservation  of  wild  animals  in  India.  The  programs  brought  light  to  the  issues  faced  in  the  field  of  conservation,  as                     
well   as   a   spotlight   on   several   animals.  

Session   1  
A  panel  of  multi-disciplinary  experts  in  the  field  of  wildlife  conservation  came  together  to  discuss  one  of  India’s                   
greatest  treasures:  the  Elephant.  From  a  photographer  and  filmmaker,  to  a  physiotherapist-turned-  rehabilitation              
expert,  a  researcher  and  a  Human-Animal  conflict  transformer,  the  panel  brought  out  a  number  of  important  issues                  
in   the   domain.  

Shri.   Kalyan   Varma,   Wildlife   Photographer  
To  start  off  on  a  positive  note,  while  conservation  and  awareness  raising  is  of  extreme  importance,  it  is  also  equally                     
important  to  recognize  achievements  of  the  wildlife  community  in  conjunction  with  governmental  bodies  such  as                
Forest  Departments  across  India.  That  is  what  Wild  Karnataka,  a  film  by  Kalyan  Varma,  has  done.  Highlighting  the                   
lesser  known  aspects  of  Karnataka’s  flora  and  fauna,  from  coastal  coral  reefs  to  lesser-known  and  under-developed                 
districts  such  as  Koppal  and  Gulbarga,  was  a  huge  achievement  of  4  long  years  of  work.  It  required  patience,  for                     
funding  as  well  as  capturing  unique  parts  of  Karnataka.  The  film  then  becomes  an  inspiring  and  motivating  factor                   
for  people  of  all  socio-economic  backgrounds.  Further,  it  gives  pride  to  the  Karnataka  State  government  and  the                  
Forest   Department   to   be   able   to   show   and   celebrate   the   wildlife   connection   in   our   daily   lives.  
 
Once  I  met  an  elephant  named  Stepiyar.  I  started  spending  a  lot  of  time  in  the  same  areas  she  traversed,  and  one  day,                        
she  stopped  caring  that  I  was  there.  Elephants  can’t  see  as  well,  so  she  could  only  smell  me.  Vaalparai  (Ooty,  tea                      
estates).  One  day,  I  spotted  her  with  her  baby  near  Vaalparai,  in  the  Ooty  tea  estate  region.  She  was  at  a  road                       
crossing,  and  a  lot  of  people  gathered.  Stepiyar  was  got  upset  and  photographer  cried.  She  pushed  the  baby  elephant                    
towards  me  as  a  trust  with  a  babysitter,  then  charged  towards  the  crowd.  All  the  people  ran  away,  then  she  came                      
back   to   me   to   take   her   baby   to   a   safe   place.   
 
This  is  the  trust  animals  put  in  humans.  We  should  reciprocate,  and  give  them  the  protection  they  require  and                    
deserve.  Photography  allows  me  to  capture  these  amazing  moments  and  share  them  with  the  world  so  that  others                   
concur   with   the   work   done   in   wildlife   conservation.   
 
Indians  in  general  have  an  inbuilt  empathy  for  nature  and  wildlife.  While  there  may  be  conflict  in  many  areas,  when                     
a  wild  animal  harms  or  destroys  farmlands  or  livelihoods,  people  still  respect  the  animals.  They  do  not  find  fault                    
with  the  wildlife,  perhaps  even  if  a  relation  dies  for  the  cause.  In  fact,  in  some  parts  and  cultures  in  India,  martyrdom                       
to   protect   animals   and   plants   is   considered   a   blessing.   

Shri   Kaushik   Barua:   Elephants  
Born  with  elephants  in  the  house,  Shri  Kaushik  always  wanted  to  take  care  of  these  animals.  Recognizing  the                   
Human-Elephant  conflict  in  Assam  and  other  places,  he  has  done  a  lot  through  the  Assam  Elephant  Foundation,                  
Including   rescue   operations   for   tigers,   leopards,   elephants,   and   rhinos,   and   anti-poaching   training   for   military   dogs.  
 
Shri  Kaushik  credits  some  of  his  expertise  to  his  time  in  south  africa.  There,  there  were  systems  and  machinery,                    
there  were  protocols  to  be  followed.  India  has  slowly  grown  and  adapted  into  this  space.  We  need  to  learn                    
discipline--  work  ethic,  timing,  cleanliness,  and  so  forth.  When  we  say  4  am,  we  have  to  be  there  on  time.  Because                      
that  is  what  makes  sense  to  the  animals.  Government  officials  should  be  prepared  accordingly,  so  that  they  can                   
witness   the   wildlife   in   a   natural   environment,   and   understand   first-hand,   what   is   required   to   protect   and   why.   
 
It  is  not  a  one-way  street.  Indian  experts  can  teach  about  rhino  conservation,  as  we  have  a  large  population  of  these                      
animals   and   we   are   doing   a   great   job   in   this   sector.   
 
One  pressing  issue  to  resolve  is  the  use  of  elephants  in  festivals,  such  as  Dussehra.  Temples  used  to  have  a  lot  of                       
land  and  could  allow  the  elephants  to  roam  freely.  Elephant  keeping  has  been  there  in  the  past,  and  now  it  needs  to                       
change.  Temples  have  to  understand  not  to  tie  them  together.  You  cannot  subject  such  animals  to  confinement.  They                   
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are  wild,  they  get  scared  and  bolt.  There  should  be  ecological  and  biological  freedom  for  the  animals.  Times  have                    
changed.   Science   has   changed.   Temples   have   to   spend   the   money   to   care   for   them   properly.   
 
Mysore  is  a  different  story.  Elephants  are  in  a  semi-controlled  environment  with  a  lot  of  movement.  They  are  used                    
once   a   year.   That’s   enough.   
 
Elephants  have  been  used  in  timber  work.  Tiger  and  rhino  in  Kaziranga,  elephants  are  used  to  patrol  parks.  So  they                     
still   have   some   jobs.   Elephants   trained   in   elephant   capture.   Now   it’s   systematic.   

Shri.   Biswajit   De:   Founder   President,   Wild   Roots  
The  Founder  and  President  of  Wild  Roots  explains,  “We  are  losing  our  ability  to  create  sounds  because  we  are  losing                     
our  touch  with  nature.”  The  animals  are  the  engineers  of  the  forest:  gibbons,  buffalos,  spotted  owls,  rhinos,                  
elephants,  etc.  And  they  are  being  poached  and  murdered  for  trapping,  wildlife  trafficking,  poaching,  and  other                 
reasons.   

Solutions  
Shri.  De  Ji  spoke  about  needing  to  transform  ignorance  into  awareness  as  a  primary  solution.  Education  and                  
awareness  is  required  at  many  levels,  starting  with  the  children.  Surveying  children  in  50  schools  from  tribal  zones                   
in  the  NE,  the  team  realized  that  such  children  go  to  schools  in  rural  areas  even  in  bad  weather.  This  one-track                      
education  system  causes  them  to  experience  a  decreased  connection  to  nature.  Boys  especially  can  also  earn  money                  
and  sell  animals  such  as  birds  (live  or  dead)  in  the  markets.  Thus,  through  his  organization,  he  has  worked  with                     
children  to  explain  what  happened  with  endangered  species,  what  extinction  is,  etc.  Further,  engaging  children                
through  urban-rural  schools  interactivities  is  very  important  so  that  they  understand  each  other  and  understand  the                 
world.  This  is  done  through  games  and  art.  Vivid  art  in  comic  form  helps  children  to  understand  issues  of  tree                     
cutting  and  tiger  habitat  destruction.  This  curriculum  is  partially  in  english,  and  partially  in  the  local  regional                  
language.  
 
Next,  the  villagers  and  tribals  need  other  economic  opportunities.  We  need  to  work  with  economically  struggling                 
communities:  that’s  why  they  indulge  in  poaching.  Many  communities  use  wild  meat  as  well.  So  Shri.  Kaushik  and                   
his  teams  taught  bamboo  drip  irrigation  of  the  NE  to  village  households.  They  then  provided  new  economic                  
opportunities,  such  as  weaving,  by  giving  looms  to  the  families  who  were  previously  involved  with  hunting.  They                  
even  brought  facilitators  from  other  parts  of  India  and  fashion  design  colleges  to  provide  training.  Now  an  individual                   
can  earn  Rs  15-35  K/  year.  So  it’s  a  bit  sustainable.  They  have  also  dabbled  in  teaching  mushroom  cultivation.  Such                     
vocations   provide   for   daily   expenses,   education,   medical,   disaster   support.   
 
The  Law  enforcement  also  needs  to  be  educated  and  trained  to  protect  the  elephants  and  other  animals.  Government                   
officials   must   participate   and   encourage   the   rest   of   society.   
We  need  to  think  about  becoming  a  leader  in  this  wildlife  conservation,  and  going  global  with  conservation                  
education.  We  should  all  connect  via  the  Center  for  Softpower,  because  that  will  build  a  stronger  network.  We  can                    
collaborate   and   work   together   to   build   a   similar   program   in   other   parts   of   the   country.   

Shri.   Abhishek   Narayanan:   Bears  
At  Pakke  Conservation,  Shri  Abhishek  has  transformed  himself  from  a  physiotherapist  to  a  Bear  Rehabilitation                
specialist.  Using  scientific  protocol  based  on  his  Russian  experiences,  he  rehabilitates  displaced  Asiatic  Black  Bears                
back  into  the  wild.  Shri.  Abhishek  works  with  architects  and  builders  to  blend  the  buildings  into  nature.  Cubs  follow                    
a  mother.  After  weaning  off  milk,  they  have  a  human  foster  mother,  to  walk  into  the  forests  with.  This  allows  the                      
bear  to  learn  necessities  of  forest  dwelling  and  move  on.  The  team  at  Pakke  continues  to  monitor  remotely  for  6-8                     
months.  Currently,  they  work  with  the  Assam  government  to  rehabilitate  animals  into  former  arms-struggle  regions.                
India  on  a  whole  has  so  much  diverse  landscape  and  wildlife.  Poachers  will  be  active  in  specific  areas.  It’s  not  just                      
large  animals,  it’s  small  birds.  Just  having  agencies  and  armies  doesn’t  curb  poaching.  Police  and  forest  department                  
should   work   together.   The   Assam   government   increased   the   rhino   force   and   stopped   poachers.   
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Discussion   (all)  

● Youth   Education   and   Awareness   Programs:  

○ We   need   to   take   more   students   and   do   internships!  
○ Wildlife   week   programs   can   push   students   into   this   field   as   well.  
○ Environmental   science   used   to   be   compulsory,   now   it’s   not.  
○ Children  don’t  like  studying:  we  must  provide  them  experience  through  exposure.  Nature  walks,              

Citizen   Science,   Backyard   Bird   Watch,   and   so   forth.   
○ US   has   a   great   curriculum   that   connects   urban   and   indigenous.   India   needs   that   also.   

● Photography:   

○ We   need   photographers   to   convey   the   stories.   
○ Nature   photography   used   to   require   expensive   gear,   and   this   made   people   lose   observation   power   
○ Now  our  main  media  is  SM;  It  has  democratized  photography.  It’s  your  eye  for  storytelling,  how                 

you   frame   the   pictures.   Point   and   shoot   is   obsolete,   DSLR   is   Rs   30,000,   that’s   enough.   

● Forest   Department   and   Government:  

○ We   need   forest   department   support  
○ Some   officers   are   superb,   and   others   need   a   lot   more   training.  
○ Forest   department   has   a   lot   of   disproportionate   power.   
○ How   do   we   collaborate   with   them?   
○ We   need   funds,   political   support  

● Focus   Forward:  

○ Focus  on  the  future.  Now  we  should  zone  areas  for  elephants,  for  humans,  and  for  both.  How                  
many   elephants   can   we   manage?   What   is   our   capacity?   Do   we   use   sterilization?   

● Celebrate   our   knowledge   and   our   nation!  

○ Villagers   need   to   educate   urbans   about   human-wildlife   interactions  
○ The  tigers  kill  people,  and  the  people  hunt  down  the  animal.  Then  the  urban  population  holds  the                  

candlelight  vigil.  Urban  dwellers  cannot  tell  people  in  the  village  how  to  deal  with  the  tigers.                 
Redefine  conservation  education.  Most  other  countries  don’t  have  populations  in  such  close             
proximity   to   wildlife,   so   celebrate   it!   

● Interagency   cooperation   

○ India   has   many   agencies,   which   must   collaborate   with   NGOs.   
○ We   also   need   to   bring   local   collaboration.   
○ It’s   not   yet   seamless,   we   are   in   the   Jugaad   phase   still.   Something   will   do.   
○ Now,   we   need   systems   in   place.   20%   of   jugaad   is   fine.   
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Session   2  

Shri   Bikram   Grewal:   Birds  
“I’d  like  to  register  my  complaint,  a  half-hearted  protest,  with  regards  to  birds  in  India,”  began  the  story  of  Shri                     
Bikram.  “The  trouble  with  birds,  though  we  have  1350  species  in  India,  birds  are  really  low  down  in  the  ladder  of                      
wildlife   watching.”   
 
At  the  top  is  the  tiger,  Shri  Bikram  ji  explains,  because  it’s  a  very  sexy  animal  (besides  being  the  national  animal  of                       
India).  Thus,  it  takes  90%  of  the  government  grants.  As  it  is,  the  Ministry  of  Forests  &  Environments  has  very  little                      
funding,  and  what  little  it  has  is  taken  away  by  Big  Cat  Hegemony.  The  motto  of  any  trip  was  always  “Tiger                      
Dekhna”,   or   else   the   trip   is   a   waste,   a   failure.  
 
The  forest  has  so  much  more  than  the  tiger.  It’s  a  huge  potential  for  tourism.  Plants,  birds,  butterflies,  fossils,  fungi,                     
frogs,   snakes,   reptiles,   amphibians.   But   no   one   knows   anything   about   these!   
 
The  poor  butterflies,  trees,  birds,  frogs,  and  small  species  get  almost  nothing.  But  suddenly  in  the  last  10  years,  we                     
have  seen  this  huge  growth  in  the  study  of  birds.  There  are  birding  tours  in  almost  every  city;  and  every  city  has  a                        
birding  club.  You  don’t  need  a  lot  of  money  to  get  into  bird  watching.  You  can  sit  on  your  terrace,  watch  in  the                        
street,  or  go  to  a  local  park.  This  is  a  very  encouraging  scenario.  Seniors  and  experts  are  taking  amateur  watchers                     
along   with   them,   and   guiding   them.   

The   Song   of   the   Bird   (credit:   Anthony   de   Mello,   Jesuit   priest   from   Mumbai,   1982)  
Shri  Bikram  then  went  on  to  regale  the  audience  with  his  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  birds  of  India,  only  matched                      
by   the   gorgeous   collection   of   visuals   accompanying   his   talks.   
 
“We  lost  the  Pink-headed  duck  in  1936  in  Darbhanga”,  he  says,  and  the  “last  sighting  of  the  Himalayan  Quail/                    
Mountain   Quail   was   in   1787   near   Nainital.”   Some   still   live   in   hope   that   we   can   rediscover   it!   
 
The   saddest   story   is   that   of   the   Great   Indian   Bustard.   Shri   Bikram   feels   it   will   be   the   first   to   go   extinct.  
 
Where   have   the   birds   gone?   Have   they   gone   because   of   the   negligence,   loss   of   habitat?   

Habitat   Loss  
Some  birds  have  never  been  photographed,  and  we  may  not  get  a  chance  in  India.  For  example,  the  Siberian  crane                     
used  to  come  to  Bharatpur  in  hundreds  as  a  flock  as  part  of  its  migratory  route.  Since  2000,  it  has  stopped  coming.                       
Why?   Habitat   loss!   
 
Andamans  have  a  set  of  owls  which  is  not  seen  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  But  again,  we  are  cutting  down  the                       
grasslands.   So   they   lose   the   habitat   and   their   population   decreases.   
 
Bamboo  is  now  considered  a  forest  product,  so  anyone  can  cut  it.  Hence,  the  habitat  of  several  birds  will  go  away:                      
Wheatears,   forktails,   nuthatches,   treecreepers,   babblers,   scimitar   babblers,   parrotbills,   and   more.   

Hunting  
Hornbills  are  hunted  for  the  feathers  for  tribal  ceremonies.  Narcondom  Hornbill  is  the  rarest,  but  thankfully  you                  
cannot  visit  that  island  easily.  They  need  tall  trees  to  nest.  But  the  tall  trees  are  felled  for  timber.  So  we  need  to  think                         
twice  about  what  we  are  consuming.  They  are  the  gardeners  of  the  forest,  they  eat  a  fruit  and  drop  the  seed,  regrowth                       
for  the  forest.  But  their  numbers  are  going  down.  No  one  is  taking  it  seriously!  What  can  an  NGO  do?  Whose  job  is                        
it?   
 
Laughingthrush,  named  aptly  for  their  lovely  song,  used  to  live  in  forests  that  were  able  to  sustain  any  hunting.  Now,                     
the   food   trade   in   NE   and   cultivation   of   agricultural   land   has   caused   a   decline   in   their   population.  
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Location   and   Migration  
In  India,  some  birds  fly  by,  and  other  birds  are  for  game.  A  big  game  bird,  the  Tragopans,  have  5  varieties                      
throughout  the  world,  and  4  of  them  are  in  India!  Pheasants  are  also  plentiful  in  India,  but  not  being  documented                     
well.   
 
Many  birds  are  only  available  in  certain  areas  of  India.  Some  of  them  are  leaving  India,  though  you  can  still  see  in                       
neighboring  states  because  development  and  loss  of  habitat  is  less.  An  example  is  the  Green  Peacock,  which  has                   
vanished   from   India’s   landscape,   but   still   exists   in   parts   of   Bangladesh.  

Success   Stories   
On  the  plus  side,  we  in  India  have  recently  discovered  a  brand  new  bird  for  science!  Bugun  Liocichla,  was  found  in                      
the  Eagle  Nest  Area.  Only  26  specimens  exist,  and  they  have  little  protection  as  the  government  is  not  interested  in                     
financing   any   conservation   work   for   them.   Nevertheless,   the   Bugun   Liocichla   has   built   up   local   tourism.  
 
Another  rare  success  story  in  India  is  about  the  Amur  Falcon.  This  bird  comes  just  for  10  days  to  Nagaland  enroute                      
Africa  in  October/  November,  in  the  millions.  Previously,  local  fishermen  could  catch  12-16  thousand  of  them  for                  
market  sale.  They  are  not  killed,  because  it  will  cause  putrefaction.  So  they  just  clip  the  wings  so  the  falcon  can’t  fly.                       
We   have   managed   to   stop   that   in   the   recent   years.  

Tourism  
Did  you  know  that  India  has  30-40  species  each  of  Woodpeckers  and  Kingfishers?  Europe  only  has  3-4.  So  why                    
should  there  not  be  bird  tourism  in  India?  We  need  to  exploit  the  wealth  of  every  fauna  we  have  with  us,  and  provide                        
opportunities   for   their   growth!   
 
Some   birds   are   rare   to   sight,   and   there   are   even   fewer   photographs.   So   getting   to   see   them   is   really   special.   
 
There  are  several  varieties  of  Trogons  in  India,  such  as  the  Redheaded  and  the  Malabar.  Shri  Bikram  says,  “You  can                     
build  a  birding  business  just  around  these.”  He  feels  the  same  about  several  other  species.  One  other  is  the  Cuckoos                     
which   come   in   such   gorgeous,   unimaginable   shades,   including   emeralds   and   violets.   Another   is   the   Navrang.  
 
People  come  from  abroad  to  see  these,  but  Indians  don’t  care!  This  is  an  area  that  needs  to  be  transformed.  Indians                      
need   to   recognize   the   value   of   these   birds   and   of   bird   watching.  

Smt   Upasana   Ganguly:   Elephants     -47:37   to   -   47:04  
From  the  Wildlife  Trust  of  India,  Smt.  Upasana  discussed  one  of  the  biggest  human-animal  conflicts:  elephant                 
corridors.   Her   main   work   over   the   last   two   decades   is   to   secure   connectivity   through   the   Right   of   Passage   program.   

What   is   the   elephant?  

● Object   of   Worship;   
● Target   for   hunters;   
● Burden   for   people   sharing   the   land/   coexist   and   live   with   them;   
● Companion   of   mahouts;   
● Pride   of   kings   (historically)   

Most  importantly,  the  elephant  is  a  keystone  species,  meaning  that  it  is  Extremely  important  for  the  ecosystem  to                   
flourish   and   for   other   animals   and   the   whole   biodiversity   to   thrive.  
 
Elephants  are  the  landscape  architects  of  the  forest.  They  create  clearings  in  the  forest,  benefitting  various  plants;                  
which  in  turn  become  food  for  other  animals.  They  disperse  seeds  and  provide  regrowth  through  their  digestive                  
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methods,  increasing  biodiversity.  Their  dung  provides  food  for  smaller  animals  and  plants.  They  provide  water  in                 
times   of   drought   by   digging   holes.   They   are   engineers!   
 
Centuries  aog,  Asian  elephants  were  from  Tigris  and  Euphrates  all  the  way  to  Pacific  Islands  and  China.  Today,                   
there  are  just  13  countries  with  elephants.  In  India,  the  population  of  30,000  elephants  (58%  of  the  Asian  Elephants                    
worldwide)  reside  in  4  regions:  Northwestern  Himalayas/  mountains;  Northeast  India;  Central  India  in  Jharkhand               
and   Orissa,   and   Southern   states   in   the   Western   Ghats.  

The   conflict  
Elephant  reserves  are  also  shared  with  humans  and  others.  Thus,  it’s  not  protected,  and  it’s  susceptible  to                  
encroachment.  The  main  issue  is  land:  elephant  killing  through  electrocution  and  poisoning,  and  encounters  with                
human  lifestyles.  Other  issues  included  habitat  loss.  Highways  bisecting  forests  and  creating  fragmentation,  railway               
tracks,   and   so   forth.  
 
Train  hits  is  a  huge  issue.  320  elephants  have  succumbed  to  deaths  between  1987-2020.  Lockdown  has  helped,  but                   
now  more  electrocution  is  happening  because  more  humans  are  going  back  to  native  and  there  needs  more                  
electrification  and  land  conversation  to  tea,  coffee,  rubber,  and  other  plantations,  which  may  not  provide  the  right                  
atmosphere   for   the   wildlife   such   as   elephants.  
 
Another  issue  is  the  perception  of  people.  Tolerance  towards  elephants  is  low,  and  many  youth  or  locals  throw                   
fireballs   or   scream   at   elephants   necessarily.  
 
Annually  in  India,  the  human-elephant  conflict  results  in  500  human  deaths,  100  elephant  deaths,  5  lakh  families                  
impacted;   and   1   million   hectares   of   crop   damage.  
 
Globally,   conservationists   need   to   work   outside   protected   areas.   

What   is   a   corridor?   
A  space  that  is  not  fragmented.  Elephants  have  to  move  and  mingle  with  each  other  and  different  herds  in  order  to                      
maintain  the  genetic  flow  and  reduce  inbreeding  which  leads  to  genetic  disorders.  Other  animals  need  it  also,  like                   
the   Indian   national   animal,   tigers.   
 
In  2005,  elephants  had  88  corridors.  Now,  since  2017,  there  are  101!  There's  research  being  done  to  understand                   
where  the  corridors  are.  It  needs  to  be  continuous  because  landscapes  change  every  half-year  or  more  often.  It’s                   
important  to  bring  awareness  and  plans  to  policy  makers,  government  officials,  and  forest  departments,  and  get  their                  
support   in   the   research.  

Threats   to   corridors  

● Lack   legal   protection;   
● becoming   narrower;   
● 28.7%   are   prone   to   encroachment;   
● only   21.8%   are   human-free;   
● 68%   have   agricultural   lands   also;   
● 20   have   railway   line;   
● 7   have   proposed   railway   lines;   
● 66%   have   highways;   
● 11%   have   canals;   
● 12%   have   mining;  
● 7   of   the   88   have   been   further   impaired.  

Center   for   Soft   Power  
6  



/

Lifeline   Nurtured  

Solutions  
Four   models   that   have   worked   in   the   past   or   are   viable   for   the   future:  

1. Private  purchase  (the  NGO  with  partners)  but  land  rights  are  clearer  to  people  now.  People  voluntarily                 
relocated.  Had  to  give  community  support  (housing,  sanitation,  access  to  medical  and  schools);  continue  to                
monitor   (need   to   understand   the   outcomes   of   the   work)  

2. Government   acquisition  
3. Community  securement:  establish  bilateral  benefit-sharing.  This  has  a  lot  of  potential,  if  the  community               

takes  charge  of  taking  interest  and  care  of  the  elephant  corridors.  In  one  place,  a  community  set  aside                   
35000+   hectares.   

4. Public  Securement  Model:  Take  Gajah  to  the  Prajah.  Bring  all  stakeholders,  children  and  youth,  together                
and   involve   them   in   the   solutions.  

What   else   do   we   need?   

● Recognize   the   corridors   first,   then   create   legal   protections.   
● Develop  sign  boards  and  ensure  corridor  plans  are  adopted  into  state  management.  Work  with  various                

agencies   to   implement   the   programs.   
● Felicitate  and  appreciate  anyone  who  saves  elephants  such  as  loco-pilots  for  stopping  trains  and  giving                

space   and   time   to   the   animals.   
● Collaborate   across   the   corridors.   Build   more   teams   to   Monitor,   raise   awareness,   and   policy   mobilization.   
● Do   small   initiatives!   
● Create   positive   media   about   elephants.  

Shri   Bibhab   Kumar   Talukdar:   The   Rhino   -4:15-   -   4:00   
Once  I  was  asked  at  a  talk  in  IIT  Kanpur,  “How  does  it  matter  if  the  tiger  disappears?  It  doesn’t  interfere  with  our                        
money  making.”  This  is  how  even  the  educated  Indian  thinks.  So  the  future  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  children.  The                      
only   hope   we   have!   We   must   educate   them   to   conserve   and   protect   nature   and   wildlife.  
 
Like  the  tiger,  other  big  mammals  are  also  in  danger,  and  there  is  not  enough  being  done  to  preserve  them.  Smt                      
Vijayalakshmi  poignantly  observed  that  the  “only  fate  worse  than  an  elephant  or  rhino  is  to  be  a  dalit  girl  in  this                      
country.”   Anyone   in   the   field   of   rhino   conservation   has   their   work   cut   out   for   them!   
 
An  expert  in  the  field,  Shri  Bibhab  walked  us  through  an  analysis  of  rhinos  in  the  world.  Rhinos  are  found  in  2                       
continents:   Asia   and   Africa.  
 
Africa  has  two  species:  the  Black,  which  stand  at  5’,  and  number  around  5500;  and  the  White,  which,  numbering                    
around   18000-19000,   stand   at   6’   in   height.  
 
Asia   has   3   species   of   rhinos:   

1. Java:  There  are  72,  Maximum  height  of  5’,  and  all  live  in  only  in  1  park  in  Indonesia.  They  used  to  roam                       
throughout  Southeast  Asia.  In  Indonesia  now,  the  canopy  of  the  park  is  the  Aranga  Palm,  which  creates                  
moist  floor.  The  scientists  intervened  by  cutting  some  of  the  palms,  thus  allowing  more  food  plants  of                  
rhinos   to   increase,   thereby   increasing   the   rhino   population.   

2. Sumatran:  With  80  or  less  in  number,  these  are  amongst  the  smaller  rhinos  in  the  world,  measuring  just                   
4.5’.  It  is  2-horned.  In  2010,  there  were  around  300;  and  data  scientists  feel  it  could  be  very  less.  They  like                      
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dense  forests,  which  were  previously  throughout  SE  Asia.  Now,  such  forests  are  being  cut,  and  the  rhino  is                   
contained   within   a   few   parks   of   Sumatra   and   Borneo.   

3. One-horned:  This  rhino  stands  at  6  ft,  and  can  be  spotted  in  South  Asia,  particularly  NE  India  and  Nepal.                    
Today,  there  are  3600,  which  is  a  great  increase  in  population  and  has  thus  been  downgraded  from                  
extinction   category.   So   this   is   a   celebration.  

Issued   faced   by   Rhinos  
One  issue  is  habitat  restoration  is  also  important.  Grasslands  are  good  for  rhinos,  but  now  other  plant  species  are                    
being   grown   in   rhino   feeding   regions.   
 
In  Nepal  and  NE  India,  in  the  1980s-2020,  there  has  been  prolonged  (years)  socio-political  unrest.  This  increases                  
poaching  because  it’s  hard  when  law  enforcement  is  not  strong  enough  for  rhino  protection.  Rhino  horns  are                  
exchanged  across  borders  for  illegal  arms.  So  we  need  to  understand,  it’s  more  than  just  an  issue  for  the  forest                     
department.   It’s   about   national   security   and   arms   dealing.   
 
In  fact,  the  Rhino  horn  is  not  safe  anywhere,  explains  Shri  Bibhab.  They  have  even  been  stolen  from  European                    
museums,   in   places   like   Germany,   Ireland,   France,   Spain,   and   Italy.  

Celebrating   Successes  
Rhinos  are  not  as  bad  off  as  other  animals.  India  &  Nepal  have  taken  stringent  measures,  and  for  a  few  years,                      
poaching  has  been  eliminated.  This  need  to  be  positively  appreciated.  Government  and  public  should  be  aware  of  the                   
hard   work   forest   staff   and   NGOs   have   done   to   make   this   possible.   
 
How  successful  has  the  rhino  re-introduction  into  various  parks  been?  In  Assam,  Indian  Rhino  2020  project                 
translocated  20  rhinos  from  Kaziranga  +  20  rhinos  from  other  parks  to  less  populated  places.  Out  of  those,  18  new                     
calves   were   born.   So,   the   rhinos   have   accepted   the   new   places.   
 
But   poaching   happened   also,   9   rhinos   were   found   missing   or   killed.   

Why   save   the   rhino?   
While  rhinos  may  have  fair  success  stories,  there  are  many  other  species  in  these  same  regions  which  don’t  receive                    
funding  and  support.  Rhinos  are  the  important  headliners.  By  supporting  the  rhino,  the  habitat  maintains  or  even                  
develops  into  a  more  wildlife-friendly  region,  and  this  creates  biodiversity,  helping  other  animals  to  survive  and                 
even   thrive.   

Supporting   Smaller   Species  
There’s  a  story  about  how  China’s  Mao  Tse  Tsung  used  to  kill  sparrows.  Then  there  was  nobody  to  eat  the                     
mosquitoes   and   drive   away   other   pests.   They   realized   it   too   late,   and   then   they   had   to   import   sparrows.   
 
The  majority  of  the  world  is  not  aware  of  the  importance  of  bird  conservation.  The  Indian  government  and  public                    
are  mainly  concerned  about  the  large  animals  and  mammals,  such  as  tigers,  rhinos,  and  elephants.  We  don’t  mind  the                    
birds  dying.  But  actually  birds  are  good  indicators  of  the  entire  ecosystem.  For  example,  Osprey  and  Indian                  
Skimmer  indicate  the  cleanliness  of  water  bodies.  The  path  of  tigers  and  the  Great  Indian  Buster  has  never  crossed.                    
So  there’s  little  done  to  conserve  birds,  but  when  we  do  this,  we  also  support  all  biodiversity,  even  the  big  mammals;                      
and   while   saving   the   mammals,   we   support   biodiversity   and   save   the   birds!   
 
We  must  start  studying  birds  more.  They  tell  a  lot  about  the  (environmental)  health  of  the  area.  A  recent  Science                     
Journal  study  on  crows  showed  that  crows  exhibit  higher  levels  of  sensitivity  and  consciousness,  almost  equal  to                  
primates.  A  quick  analysis  shows  that  the  city  crow  lives  off  human  waste.  Jungle  crows  eat  what  is  available  in  the                      
forest,  and  are  significantly  larger.  It  is  completely  true  that  crows  have  a  higher  survival  rate,  because  they  eat                    
anything.   
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Other  simple  birds  such  as  house  parrots,  show  the  tendency  to  disappear.  There’s  speculation:  telephone  towers,                 
concretization.   There’s   no   study   on   it   yet.   But   there’s   no   interest   in   these.   
 
Who’s   responsibility   is   it?   Individuals?   NGOS?   Government???   

What   else   is   needed?   

● Grassland   management   
● Collaboration  with  the  Narcotics  Bureau  for  procurement  of  drugs  for  sedating  the  Rhino  during               

transportation  
● Bridge   the   gap   between   the   various   authorities   
● Catalyze   all   the   stakeholders   and   communities  
● Develop   first   responders.   Establish   village   response   teams   to   manage   crowds   and   ensure   safety   to   all.  
● Problems  in  implementation  of  law  even  in  protected  zones,  what  about  the  areas  not  in  legal  gambit.  This                   

needs   to   be   implemented   properly.  
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Session   3  

Sri.   Narayana   Rao   Maanay  
BNMEI  –  B.N.M.  Educational  Institutions  were  established  by  the  trust  Bhageerathi  Bai  Narayana  Rao  Maanay                
Charities  in  1972.  The  Managing  Trustee  Shri.  N.  Raghunath  Rao  Maanay  -  along  with  Prof.  Sunanda  P  Jadhav,  the                    
founder  Secretary  and  Principal  -  founded  the  institution  with  a  focused  vision  to  impart  value-based  quality                 
education  irrespective  of  social,  financial  or  religious  status.  Prof.  Sunanda  P.  Jadhav  strived  to  provide  education  at                  
affordable   cost,   particularly   to   girls.  
 
Mr.  Narayana  Rao  Maanay  is  an  educationist  and  at  this  discussion  he  spoke  about  conservation  of  nature  at                   
grassroot  levels  and  how  the  students  and  the  faculty  at  the  institution  play  a  role  in  wildlife  conservation.  All  the                     
students  from  Std  5  to  the  postgraduation  levels  attend  nature  awareness  classes  and  activities  to  inculcate  a                  
mindset   that   is   more   favourable   towards   nature.  
 
The  institute  along  with  its  students  and  faculty  have  planted  thousands  of  trees  from  the  year  1974  at  a  place  called                      
Banashankari  2 nd  stage  in  Bengaluru.  To  add  to  the  conservation  projects  the  students  are  taken  on  wilderness  treks                   
and   adventures.   
 
Mr.   Narayana   Rao   stress   about   saving   the   tiger   as   the   tiger   is   an   integral   aspect   for   the   grasslands   of   India   to   survive.  
He  concludes  by  recognizing  various  personas  of  the  wildlife  conservation  sector  and  states  that  it  is  important  for                   
government   officials   to   join   such   panel   discussions   as   they   can   bring   change   with   the   authority   they   are   entitled.  

Mr.   Sajan   John  
Is   a   Marine   Biologist   at   the   Wildlife   Trust   of   India.  
He  currently  heads  the  Marine  Conservation  Projects,  which  include  the  Whale  Shark  Conservation  Project  in                
Gujarat,  Kerala  and  Lakshadweep;  the  Coral  Reef  Recovery  Project  in  Gujarat  and  the  Mangrove  conservation                
Project   in   North   Kerala.  
 
Mr.  Sajan  spoke  about  the  success  story  of  the  conservation  of  the  mysterious  whale  shark  ,  the  largest  fish  on  earth                      
and  the  first  species  of  fish  to  enjoy  protection  at  par  to  that  of  the  tigers,  lions  and  elephants  in  India.  Large  scale                        
hunting  of  the  whale  shark  in  Gujarat  had  prompted  Wildlife  Trust  of  India  to  launch  a  campaign  with  Tata                    
Chemicals   Limited   in   2004.  
 
Covering  prominent  coastal  towns  and  villages  in  the  state,  the  campaign  message  delivered  through  popular                
religious  leader  Shri  Morari  Bapu,  a  street  play  and  a  life-sized  inflatable  model  of  the  fish  managed  to  hit  the  bull’s                      
eye  and  turn  hunters  into  protectors.  Since  then,  more  than  780  whale  sharks  have  been  voluntarily  released  by                   
fishermen  between  2004  and  June  2020  as  a  direct  result  of  the  project’s  activities.  The  Gujarat  government  also                   
stepped  up  and  initiated  compensating  fisherfolks  for  the  nets  damaged  in  rescuing  whale  sharks.  Subsequent                
satellite   tagging   of   whale   sharks   threw   light   on   the   long   distances   they   cover   across   oceans.  

 
Impact   of   awareness   and   conservation:  

● Now   Gujarat   is   a   safe   haven   for   whale   sharks.  
● From   2004   till   date   not   a   single   whale   shark   has   been   killed   intentionally   by   the   fishermen   of   Gujarat.  
● Till   date   fishers   have   rescued   and   released   nearly   800   whale   sharks   back   to   sea.  

The  session  on  conservation  ended  with  Smt.  Aparna  Sridhar  asking  about  the  limited  exposure  of  the  life  of  the                    
whale  sharks  to  the  public,  Mr.  Sajan  John  confirmed  that  is  because  of  limited  research  and  studies  on  whale  sharks                     
and  the  small  period  of  time  that  they  aggregate  at  the  shores  of  Gujarat  which  has  made  it  difficult  to  know  more                       
about  the  species.  And  with  handling  of  wild  animals  being  illegal  in  India,  the  incorporation  of  extensive  study  also                    
is   a   challenge   and   we   as   a   country   have   different   priorities   compared   to   other   nations.  
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